
Volume XXIV Issue 4          GIBSONBURG EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS        Mar/Apr 2019  

Superintendent’s Message:  
                                               ….from the desk of Tim Murray, Superintendent 

 

Testing season is here!  Our staff has been working hard all year to prepare our students for this high-stakes testing.  
We have shown improvement and success over the past 5 years, earning the release from state oversight known as 
the Ohio Improvement Process.  The hard work of the entire school district led to our release from state oversight 
and we all should be very proud of this accomplishment.  It was hard work and dedication by our staff and 
community to our students that led us out of this process.  Great job! 
 

In one of my recent weekly Golden Bear updates, I touched on the word HOPE.  I use this word often in my day-to
-day activities and on back-to-back days, I heard speakers present on this word and wanted to share with everyone 
my thoughts.  Currently, we seem to forget how important hope is to all of us.  As educators, we continually push 
students to be the best they can be, as we prepare them to be contributing members of our society.  We push our 
students because we see their potential and we want them to be as successful as possible when they move onto their 
adult lives.  With the effort of pushing our students to be the best they can be, we also have to instill hope in their 
everyday lives.  Without hope, the world can appear dark and goals seem unattainable.  I encourage the entire 
community to focus on giving hope to everyone, not students alone.  We all need to believe that our goals are 
attainable and without hope, that is not possible.  Every day, I have focused on creating an environment of hope, 
without a true direction until I heard people speak about this in a structured way.  Every student should have hope 
in their lives, whether it is to be a physician, teacher, skilled trades, or joining the military.  We have the challenge 
as educators to make sure we assist our students in reaching their goals, but the community in which we live is also 
responsible for instilling hope in our children.  Hope is created in simple ways, a high-five, a hug, or just a simple 
smile.  I encourage the entire community to help in this process.  Teaching the state standards and doing well on 
state testing are always great, but we need to produce the entire student, which includes truly caring about people.  
If we all do this, we can make changes in our society. 
 

In closing, warmer weather is on the way!  I hope everyone has a wonderful spring and has time to get out and 
enjoy some sunshine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, February 27, 2019, thirteen Gibsonburg High School students were inducted into the Gibsonburg 
Chapter of the National Honor Society. The National Honor Society was established in 1921 by the National 
Association for Secondary School Principals (NASSP) to create an organization that would recognize and 
encourage academic achievement as well as several other characteristics essential to developing good 
citizens. Students are chosen for induction based on four criteria: scholarship, leadership, service, and 
character.  Congratulations to members:  Grace Groweg, Katelyn Kolkemeyer, Emily Mazurek, Nicole Schlea, and 
Nathan Tornow  and to the newest members:  Xander Druckenmiller, Brendan Frey, Lily Gerwin, Coral Kocsis, 
Becca Morelock, Ryan Novotny, Bethany Roberts, Hunter Smith, Jarett Spoores, Emma Stout, Hannah Sworden, 
and Emma Widmer.  
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Praises to: 
 Courtney Armstrong and Nikki Smith for 

donating clothing items to Hilfiker students.   
 Kirwen's Supermarket for donating ice 

cream to the Third Grade Multiplication Ice 
Cream Party.  

 The ladies at Union Bank for counting change for 
Hilfiker Elementary Student Council.  

 The families of Hilfiker Elementary for donating over 
150 pairs of pajamas to the Student Council Pajama 
Drive. All pajamas were donated to Sandusky County 
Children Services.  

 The families of Hilfiker Elementary for donating over 
30 boxes of food to the Gibsonburg Food Pantry at 
Christmastime.  

 Nick Walby, Curt Billow and Gary Dawson and all 
others who give their time to coach elementary boys 
basketball.  

 Les Krotzer, Mike Schoch and Michael Goldsby for 
working the table at home boys basketball games.   

 Mr. Murray, Mr. Fought, and Mr. Glotzbecker for 
visiting the third grade to talk about local govern-
ment.   

 Jennifer Burkett for her donation of books to the li-
brary.  

 

Gibsonburg Athletic Boosters 
 

...from Craig Balsizer, Booster President 
 

We are busy planning the 2019 Athletic Booster Reverse 
Raffle. The date has been set for April 6, 2019. The mem-
bers of the Gibsonburg Athletic Boosters appreciate your 
past support and hope that you will be able to participate 
in this year’s event. The cost to purchase a ticket is 
$50.00 which includes one meal and entitles you a chance 
to win the top prize being $5,000.00. These payouts are 
based on all 300 tickets being sold. Prize payouts will be 
adjusted if not all 300 tickets are sold.  
 

Meal tickets – We will again be offering meal tickets 
(Meal to be catered by Ole Zim’s) at a cost of $20.00  
 

The Reverse Raffle will be held at the St. Michaels Parish 
Hall, Main St., Gibsonburg, OH. Doors and side board 
game open at 6:30 p.m. All other games and raffle will 
begin at approximately 7:30 p.m.  
 

For many years the Gibsonburg Athletic Boosters have 
assisted and provided resources to the High School and 
Middle School athletic programs. This assistance includes 
everything from purchasing/updating equipment and uni-
forms to providing funds for students who otherwise 
would not be able to afford to participate in sporting ac-
tivities.  
 

We thank you for supporting the Gibsonburg Athletic 
Boosters in the past and hope that you will be able to join 
us again this year. If you have any questions, please con-
tact Craig Balsizer at 419-307-5122 or any booster mem-
ber.  
 

Dollars and Sense 
                            

 …. from Mr. John Kahmann, Treasurer 
 

 

School Finance Benchmarks 
 

If you have ever been to a Regular Board of Education 
meeting you might remember the Treasurer gives a finan-
cial report.  This monthly reports provides the Board key 
information about the condition of the District’s finances.  
The report focuses on key performance indicators or 
Benchmarks.  The areas are: The Budget, Salaries and 
Benefits as a percentage of expenses, Percent of Revenue 
expended, and True Cash Days. 
 

When we look at the budget, we want to know two things: 
First, are we receiving the revenue we expect and second, 
are we spending what we expect.  Ideally, we would like 
to receive more revenue and spend less that expected.  
Like any service industry, salaries and benefits are the 
largest expense.  We know we the best chance to stay on 
budget is to stay on budget in this area and keep it at or 
under 80% of our total expenditures.  We track Percent of 
Revenue expended because our goal is to build our Cash 
Balance (or Carryover Balance).  We are in good shape as 
long as we stay between 90%-95% of Revenue expended. 
 

True Cash Days is an indicator of the Financial Strength 
of the District.  True Cash Days is the number days the 
District could keep the doors open with the cash on hand.  
On January 31, 2019 Gibsonburg Schools had 26 True 
Cash Days.  Meaning we could operate for less than a 
month with our cash balance of $694,008.   
 

We are much better than a few years ago.  Four years ago 
our True Cash Days was 4, but we definitely have a long 
way to go to get back to the level the district was at 10 
years ago.  In 2009, Gibsonburg had 108 True Cash Days.  
In order to get to 108 True Cash Days, the District would 
have to have a Cash Balance of $2,882,736.  In today’s 
school financial climate, I am not sure if that is even pos-
sible.  The Boards goal is to achieve 50 True Cash Days 
over the next 5 years. 
 

If you have any questions about the financial outlook of 
the District feel free to call my office. 

 
Middle School November Students of the Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8th- Aaron Novotny - 7th– Becca Kaiser - 6th– Sarah Alldredge  
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Hilfiker Elementary Music 
...from Mr. Joe Kaiser, Music Teacher 

 

On Tuesday, March 26, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., 
Hilfiker Elementary Third Grade will 
present Character Street by Andy Beck, Brian Fisher, 
and Michael Souders in the Multipurpose Room at 
the elementary building. 
  

Today is Fuzzy Monster’s birthday! As Gaby, Theo, 
Daffodil, and other neighborhood friends prepare for 
a surprise party, our colorful cast of characters learns 
many important life lessons. After a cheerful opening 
them song, we focus on good judgement, kindness, 
courage, perseverance, responsibility, self-discipline, 
integrity, and respect. These characters will steal 
your hearts and add some fun to the evening.  
 

The Fifth Grade class and Fifth Grade Band program 
will be on April 30, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. The fifth grade 
classes will perform “Readin’, ‘Ritin’ and Rockin’ ” 
by Janet Gardner in the Multipurpose Room at the 
elementary building. 
 

Readin’, Ritin’, and Rockin’ is an up-beat musical 
about school life and the people who make it all 
happen. The humorous situations and catchy songs 
are sure to please young and old alike. Join us to 
experience the day as we go from one situation to 
another.  
 

Seniors...Be on the Lookout! 
...from  Kim Nye, G.T.A. President 

 

Even though winter is coming to an end, many 
people are looking ahead to the end of the school 
year. For seniors and their families, this means 
graduation is right around the corner! Once again 
this year, the Gibsonburg Teachers’ Association is 
excited to announce a special project to celebrate the 
accomplishments of all of the seniors who are 
graduating. 
 

On Friday, March 22, members of the Gibsonburg 
Teachers’ Association will be delivering yard signs 
to the homes of each graduating senior. Made 
possible with help from a grant provided by the 
Northwest Ohio Education Association, these signs 
will help families announce that theirs is the home of 
a GHS senior. 
 

As teachers, one of the best parts of our job is 
watching the students of Gibsonburg learn, grow, 
and be successful. We want to be a small part of your 
celebration by offering you our congratulations 
through these signs. If you are a senior, and a smiling 
teacher shows up at your door, we hope that you will 
let us in! We look forward to seeing you so that we 
can present you with this gift! We are all very proud 
of you, and look forward to telling you in person! 

Band-Aid Bulletin with Nurse Sarah  
 

 

At Gibsonburg High School, we set a goal 
to increase the number of on campus Col-
lege Credit Plus courses. In doing so, this 
helps our students get to engage in more of 
the high school experience, increases fund-
ing to the school, and keeps our students here with us. 
Because of my credentials (Registered Nurse certifica-
tion, Masters in Science of Nursing, and an American 
Heart Association (AHA) Basic Life Support Instruc-
tor), I am able to instruct the HPE 1020 602 First Aid 
and Safety course. During this course, students will be-
come certified in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
and Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) for Adult 
and Child through AHA. They will also acquire AHA 
First Aid certification. This hands on course will encom-
pass training on what to do in various life threatening 
situations, such as bleeding, wounds, neck and spinal 
injuries, shock, muscle injuries, sudden illness, and 
more. The students also receive instruction and a certifi-
cate on “Stop the Bleed”, a life-saving, hands-on train-
ing involving treatment for severe bleeding. Further-
more, this course covers safety skills such as disaster 
planning and fire safety.   

Prom & After Prom 

                   ...Andrea Graber, Junior Class Advisor 
 

The Junior Class is looking for donations for a successful 
prom and after prom. The date of prom is April 27, 2019. 
If you or your business are able to donate the following 
items or a monetary donation please e-mail Mrs. Graber by 
April 15th at agraber@gibsonburgschools.org.   
 

*Vegetable Tray 
*Fruit Tray 
*Cheese Tray 
*Deli Tray 
*Assorted fun size candy 
 

The Junior Class and Gibsonburg Schools appreciate the 
continued support from the community.  
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Gibsonburg Schools Presents...  

 

Gibsonburg High School’s Drama Department proudly 
presents, Annie.  Come join Seniors Brooke Albanese 
(Grace Farrell), Jessi Davies (Sophie/Star to Be/Servant/
Ronnie Boylan), Xander Druckenmiller (Drake), Grace 
Groweg (Mrs. Pugh/Lonnie Boylan), Katelyn Kolke-
meyer (Duffy), Dean Liskai (Dog Catcher/Servant/
Cordell Hull), Emily Mazurek (Miss Hannigan), Camryn 
Root (Annette), Nicole Schlea (Lily St. Regis), Karina 
Seem (Announcer) and Emma Stout (Tessie).  Joining 
them backstage are senior crew members Duncan All-
port, Alyssa Brown, Sydney Busdeker, Amaya Jones, 
Jasmine McNett, Rachel Santiago, and Cassy Smith. 
 

Their fellow castmates include Philip Davies (Oliver 
Warbucks), Hannah Dearth (Annie), Theo Hernandez 
(Rooster Hannigan), and members of the ensemble: Jun-
iors - Patience Burgess, Nate Damschroder, Lily Gerwin, 
Megan Helle, Haily Hill, Sidnee Hornyak, Oliva Paul, 
Amanda Rupke, Allen Shields; Sophomores -  Megan 
Bowen, Madison Herman, Madison Jors, Nick Kohler, 
Ashley Mendoza, Delaney Seem, Megan Widmer; 
Freshmen - Morgan Albanese, Cashmire Allen, Cadence 
Hacker, Dylan Hohlfelder, Alex Lopez, Sophie McEw-
an, Cole Pietrowski, Myla Villarreal, Sophia Widmer; 
Middle Schoolers - Nate Brasic, Ethan Druckenmiller, 
Jessika Foster, Kylee Greider, Isabella Harrison, Alexa 
Holcomb, Jade Kayser, Alyssa Lopez, Bree Morelock, 
Grace Pietrowski, Jamason Ritchie, Cain Shirkey, Mor-
gan Widmer, Tyler Williamson, and Chase Witte. 
 

Their fellow crew members include Emily Ackerman, 
Sarah Alldredge, Isabel Brink, Lexxiya Harris, Karley 
Mendoza, Becca Morelock, Katelyn Ortiz, Aryah Ritch-
ie, Aubrey Root, Harley Seem, Hannah Sworden, and 
Emma Widmer.  Their pit is directed by Mrs. Kohman 
and consists of Mr. Dan Corfman, Brendan Frey, Zach 
Hoodlebrink, Collin Knowles, Aaron Novotny, Ryan 
Novotny and Bryson Schilling. 
 

Show dates are Friday, March 15th and Saturday, March 
16th starting at 7:00pm and Sunday, March 17th starting 
at 2:00pm. Tickets are $8 for adults and $6 for students 
and seniors.  The show will be presented at Gibsonburg 
High School in the Cafetorium. Doors will open 45 
minutes prior to the performance. Annie is presented 
through special arrangements with Music Theatre Inter-
national (MTI). All authorized performance materials are 
also supplied by MTI. www.MTIShows.com If you have 
any questions, please feel free to check out our Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/
GibsonburgHighSchoolDramaDepartment/  or you can 
contact Mrs. Kohman at 
kkohman@gibsonburgschools.org with any questions!  

Annie 

The Union Bank Co. Students of the Month 

January - Nicole Schlea 

 

February - Emma Stout 

 

Nicole has a GPA of 3.907 and is 
ranked 6th in her class.  She partici-
pates in Dance, the Cheerleading 
Squad, and is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Spanish 
Club, Science Club, Key Club, 
Spotlight Singers and Mixed Glee.  
Nicole also serves as Class Presi-
dent.   
 

Nicole is the daughter of Randy 
and Denise Schlea.  She plans to 
attend a four-year university with 
an emphasis in psychology and 
neuroscience.   

Emma has a GPA of 3.602 and 
is ranked 19th in her class.  She 
is a member of the cross country 
and track and field teams, 
BEARS Club, Drama Depart-
ment, International Thespian 
Society, Tri-M and Student 
Council.  Emma is also her sen-
ior class ambassador. 
 

Emma is the daughter of Deb 
Stout and Aaron and Char Stout.  
She plans to study interior de-
sign at BGSU.   

Middle School December Students of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8th– Alexa Holcomb - 7th– Mason Brink - 6th– Ansley Fleming  

Middle School January Students of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6th– Drew Crispen - 7th– Britney Trautsch - 8th– Jessika Foster 
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HILFIKER ELEMENTARY 
  KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 

for the 2019-2020 School Year 
 
Kindergarten attendance is mandatory for all children before entering the first grade.  The screening of kinder-
garten-aged students (children who will be 5 years of age by August 1, 2019) in the Gibsonburg School Dis-
trict will be held Thursday, April 4th and Friday, April 5th at Hilfiker Elementary School at 301 S Sunset Ave. 
in Gibsonburg.  Screening sessions will be at 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on both of the above dates and will 
each session will last approximately two hours.  The child being enrolled and a parent or guardian are required 
to attend one of the screening sessions together. The parent or guardian must bring the original birth certificate, 
immunization record, proof of residency (any of the following: utility bill, rent receipt, property tax statement, 
title, lease agreement, etc.), and custody papers (if applicable) for the child to be enrolled. 
 

Parents will have an opportunity to meet the principal, teachers, and other personnel who will be guiding their 
children through school.  At these screening sessions, student will meet with various professionals for vision, 
hearing, developmental, fine and large motor skills, language, and social skills evaluations.  While the children 
are screened, parents will meet with school officials to learn more about the program, fill out paperwork, and 
ask questions.  Dental and physical examination forms will also be distributed and must be completed before a 
student can attend kindergarten on the first day of school. 
 

You may call the elementary school (419-637-7249) beginning Wednesday, March 13th between 9:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. to secure an appointment for the April screening.   
 

Kindergarten Transition Meeting 
 

Parents and guardians of a possible 2019 - 2020 Kindergartener are invited to attend a Transition to Kindergar-
ten meeting on Tuesday, March 12th at 6:30 p.m.  Items discussed will include is your child ready for kinder-
garten, what to expect from Kindergarten Screening, how to prepare your children for kindergarten, the 3rd 
Grade Guarantee, and the nuts and bolts of kindergarten including student expectations.  For attending, a par-
ent or guardian may sign up for a kindergarten registration time a day early and receive paperwork early, so it 
can be filled out before attending registration instead of filling it out the day of kindergarten registration.   

 

BEAR CUB ACADEMY  
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION MEETINGS 

 

 

There will be informational meetings for any parent or guardian interested in registering their son or daughter 
for the Bear Cub Academy during the 2019-2020 school year. 
 

During this informational meeting all paper work and registration material will be provided.  Teachers and  
administration will be on hand to answer any questions about the Bear Cub Academy.  Both sessions will be 
held at Hilfiker Elementary. Please plan on staying approximately 30 minutes. 

 

Friday, April 12 - 9:15 a.m. Hilfiker Cafeteria 

Friday, April 12 - 3:00 p.m. Hilfiker Gymnasium 
 

 

In order to pick up your preschool packet for your child to register for preschool next  
school year, a parent or guardian must attend one of the two informational meetings.   
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The Bear Facts 

Postal Customer 

Gibsonburg FFA Kicks Off the New Year with Their 2019 Sausage Sale  
 

The Gibsonburg FFA 2019 Sausage sale is underway.  This year the FFA will be taking orders through March 6th.   Late or-
ders for sausage, ribs, and bbq sauce may be placed after March 6, but will be filled as the orders are received as long as the 
product is available.  The packaging date will be the morning of March 15th..  Call in orders may be picked up after 1:30 on 
the 15th.  Orders placed with FFA members should be delivered between the 15th and 19th.  If you do not receive your order 
please call so that we may locate your order and make arrangements for immediate delivery.   
 

The FFA will be selling both mild seasoned (a.k.a. Country Style) and spicy seasoned (a.k.a. Hot Link) sausage.  You may 
purchase sausage in the form of link, bulk or patties.  Country style will also be available in breakfast link form. The link, 
breakfast links, and bulk can be bought in either 1-pound or 5-pound packages.  The patties come in 5-pound boxes with 20 
patties per box.  The Country Style sausage is seasoned with mild pork seasoning, salt, and pepper.  The spicy sausage is not a 
hot sausage, it contains additional red pepper seasoning (similar to Bob Evens type of flavor).  There is no sage in any of our 
sausage. The FFA will also be selling fresh pork ribs by the side.  Ribs will weigh approximately 4 pounds per side.   
 

What better way to top of the ribs then with an amazing bottle of bbq sauce.  We will be selling bottles of D.B. Yummers 
BBQ Sauce.  The BBQ sauce will be available in three flavors, Sweet and Smokey, Mildly Spicy Kick, and the newly formu-
lated Island BBQ.  It is a unique and a one of a kind sauce that can be compared to the specialty sauces of many of the restau-
rants that specialize in ribs.  You will not find a sauce like it anywhere.  These sauces have many uses, for example, ribs, 
pulled-pork, baked beans, French fry dipping sauce, ground beef, meatballs, venison, and many more.  Try it, we promise you 
will like it.  
 

The packaging and processing of all meat products will take place at Tank’s Meats, Inc by members of the Gibsonburg FFA.  
Payment (cash or checks payable to Gibsonburg FFA) will not be due until you receive your order, however pre-payments 
will be accepted.  To place an order please contact a member of the Gibsonburg FFA or call the Gibsonburg Agricultural Edu-
cation Department at 419-637-2873 ext. 1167, or email your order to Mr. White at mwhite@gibsonburgschools.org. We 
would like to thank everyone in advance for their support! 
 

Proceeds from the event will assist in covering expenses for FFA camps, chapter banquet, Conventions, leadership confer-
ences, judging contest and numerous other Gibsonburg FFA Chapter activities. 
               

                   Pork Product Pricing                                                    BBQ Sauce_______                      
Link Sausage - $4.50/1 lb.  Breakfast Link - $5.00/1 lb.                      Bottle of BBQ - $4.50 (19.5 oz.) 
Link Sausage - $20.50/5 lb. Breakfast Link - $23.00/5 lb.                    Case of BBQ - $45.00 (12 bottles) 
Bulk Sausage - $4.00/ 1 lb. 5 lb. box of patties - $19.00/box               Gallon of BBQ - $26.00 (equal to 7 bottles) 

Bulk Sausage - $18.00/5 lb. Side of Ribs - $14.00/side 
         

    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“The Bear Facts” 
 

The Bear Facts is a newsletter published by the 
Gibsonburg Exempted Village School District.  The 
primary purpose of The Bear Facts is to enhance 

school and community communication. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please call 

the Superintendent’s office at 419-637-2479. 
 

Tim Murray 
Superintendent 

 
Heather Hall 

Editor 


